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posite tendencies are very clearly realised by the epic" ..... 'They

are called the Divine Estate (^hroQ and the Demoniacal Estate
(^TT^NroO" .... "Fearlessness, purity of heart, steadfastness, lib-
erality, self-restraint, uprightness are among the qualities of those
that are born to Divine Estate. Hypocrisy, pride and self-conceit,
wrath, insolence and ignorance are the qualities of those that are
born to Demoniacal Estate"......MThus on the Ethico-psychological

plane......the epic universe seems to gyrate round the fixed axis of

Dharma, Justness and Rectitude in human conduct and ritual ob-
servance, man's whole duty towards his neighbours and towards
God. In other words on this plane the epic aims at impressing
upon the reader or the listener the paramountcy of moral values".
EPITOME AND ETHICS:

All these ethical aspects of the great epic story which have been
envisaged by both ancient and modern critics have been skilfully
harmonised and perfectly blended forming one indivisible organic
whole in BALABHARATA by Agastya. And the verse quoted at
the beginning of this chapter serves as an index in that direction.

In BALABHARATA the qualities of Divine Estate (l^nq)
are poetically illustrated through the characters of the Pandavas,
mainly by describing their exploits and also at times by way of figu-
rative expressions. The qualities of Demoniacal Estate (<niy<1^4)
are clearly brought out in the characters of Kauravas. Here in the
Gho^ayatra episode, while describing the &tya incident the above
idea is clearly conveyed by Agastya. And he constantly brings in
the symbolic reference of 'serpent to denote Kauravas.

In ordinary actions of day to day life the knowledge of the cause
and the effect is subjective when experienced, and objective when
explained. An objective explanation of the subjective experiences
of the different actions and reactions of different characters in this
Kdvya is meant here. Only as a touchstone various basic ethical
precepts of our Sanatana Dharma are brought in to provide the
background for assessing the contents of the Kdvya.

For an analytical study of the four-fold purposes of human life